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Again, not only that the sense-objects are in
themselves finite, but to meddle with them is to
weaken the very instruments of our appreciation and
enjoyment. Without the sense-organs the sense-
objects cannot influence our minds and produce
therein any experience either of joy or sorrow. When
the light of Nachiketas's discrimination comes to
play fully upon them, it becomes clear that the dis-
astrous sense-objects, themselves, perishable., would
also hasten the deterioration of the sense-organs.
The first laddu may be sweet, but the fifth one may
not be so sweet; the twentieth laddu may be full of
pain. And,, the forty-second-one would be cruelty
manifest! Such being the case, no thinking indi-
vidual (who has the courage of intellectual convic-
tion to pursue only the path shown by his intellect)
will run after the material pleasures born of ephemeral
objects, however glorious they may look for the time
being.
As to the offer made by Lord Death regarding
the long span of life, Nachiketas has but a smile
of understanding disgust for it. To Nachiketas life
in this embodiment, however long, is but fleeting; for,
can a human mind ever come to feel any sense of
complete satisfaction however long he may succeed
in living here on this globe ? Whatever be the span
of life allotted, there is, after all, a death lurking at
the end of it alL And death is equally painful whether
it be today or a thousand years afterwards !